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WE WELCOMED 39 NEW MEMBERS IN TERM 3 
University of The Third Age 

In Toowoomba Inc 

NEWSLETTER 2025 TERM 4 

U3A NEWS  : EVENTS : COURSE / CLASS NEWS 

 SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER – BUSY TIMES FOR U3A! 

U3A CARNIVAL OF FLOWERS FLOAT GROUP (from left to right) Tom Fusae, Leigh Hurst, 
Susan Hurst, Liz Kennedy, Jayne Rosenthal (Sew & Share), Noeleen Ingleton (Sew & 
Share), Barbara Hodson, Hazel Fusae, Penny Protheroe, Peta Bentley, David Mathers, 
Janelle Connolly, Julia Byrne, Jennie Thomas. (Top) Suzie Ross, Bruce Arthur 

                                                                                                                                                                                    
Carnival of Flowers Parade on 20th September, starts at 10am.                                                                      
Come see the U3A float “Flower Power” with 25 Walkers. Thank you to all those amazing members who have volunteered 
to help decorate the float and to walk representing U3A classes or dress to reflect popular culture of the 60’s. Well done 
you lot. Very creative – a good laugh!                                                                                                                       

To Bruce Arthur who developed the ‘Flower Power” and 60’s concept and music – inspirational! The Float has taken many 
hours of dedication to a task: ladies who came to flower making workshops, Barbara Hodson who has created about 50 
large artificial flowers, Sew and Share & Knitting and Crochet ladies who have created beautiful flowers, fresh flower team 
for bunching, thank you. David Brownsdon and his team of blokes on a mission, ready with power tools have taken on the 
task of attaching and repairing ‘stuff’. Thanks for your time and skill. To Lee Wellington, our photographer who has arrived 
on many occasions to record progress. Thanks Lee. Jo Eagle, you so kindly created our beautiful Dragonfly ’Helene’ to go 
on the Float, thank you. This is a special work of art we plan to display in the office. If you plan to go to the Parade. 
We need you around the St Lukes/old City Hall area to cheer very loudly! This is where the judges are!  

Showcase2025. Tuesday 23rd September. Come and enjoy the singing and instrumental groups and the arts and 
crafts who come together for an extravaganza of U3A members skills. Enthusiasm and fun. Our MC this year will be 
Leanne Ploetz with Bruce Arthur coordinating the music and Judy McWilliam the Arts and Crafts. ‘The Friends of U3A’ will 
assist with welcoming and seating as this year our concert has been advertised to the general community. Have you 
booked your seat yet through the U3A Toowoomba website? Those performing or exhibiting do not need to book unless 
you have friends and family attending. 
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harmonic Performance Complex, 7 Matthews Street Harristown, Toowoomba Qld 4350 

Office Hours : Monday to Friday 8:30am to 4pm during term 
Phone : 4687 7659 Email : info@u3atoowoomba.au 

Web Address:  

u3atoowoomba.au  

Facebook:  

facebook.com/toowoombau3a  

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
University of The Third Age 

In Toowoomba Inc This last term has gone by so fast! Such a busy time with end of term, production of our term Newsletter, Showcase 2025, 
Carnival of Flowers Parade and Seniors month in October. Thank you to all our amazing volunteers. U3A Tutors give of their 
time and skill so members have classes/groups to attend. How often do we think or say, “Well that made my day!”? Stand 
in the courtyard or sit contemplating the world at the PPC and you will see happy faces, lots of friendly chat and plans to 
meet for coffee. New Interests – New Friends. We also appreciate our many supporting volunteers; those who assist      
Tutors, our extended team including our Rural U3A Coordinators, our Caterer, Facebook team, Photographer, our Archivist 
and, importantly, those who contribute and compile our term Newsletter and end of year Course Book. A HUGE thank you 
to the Management Committee– a super generous team who go above and beyond expectation each and every Term. 

This coming Saturday, 20th September at 10am you may see the U3A Float and Walking group in the Carnival of Flowers 

Parade. The decorating of the float has taken many hours and those members walking with the float have created ‘crazy’ 
outfits with fun and enthusiasm. Thank you to the Glennie School for kindly offering their mini bus. 

First week of Carnival, have you ever visited the beautiful flower displays at St Lukes Church, corner of Ruthven and      
Herries Streets?  This year U3A will be exhibiting. Marie Kruger (Tutor, Crows Nest) has kindly offered to create a flower            
arrangement for this popular event.  Visit highly recommended. 

Why are we entering the parade and the St Lukes event? We are advertising our U3A, for the benefit of retired and         
semi- retired members of our city and towns. New Tutors? New members? 

This year, on Thursday, the 30th October, in Seniors Month, we are hosting a ‘Spend a day with U3A’ from 10am-3pm 
at the PPC. This has been partly funded by a Grant from COTA and Qld Government and is open to all by booking through 
our website. Limited numbers for classes, no limit for Guest Speakers.  

Come and experience life as a U3A Member! 
Join us for a special day to discover everything U3A Toowoomba has to offer. Four Tutors have kindly offered spaces for 
visitors to join their class: Ancient Egypt with Bruce Arthur, Circle Dancing with Michael Rooke, Shakespeare with Peter 
Bevan and Guitar Intermediate with Nette Hilton. In the Concert Hall (Church) an exciting number of Guest Speakers 
have agreed to make this a very special day indeed.  Keynote Speaker: Professor Nancy Pachana, Ph.D., FAPS,FASSA. 
Lead, University of Queensland Age Friendly Initiative. Professor of Clinical Geropsychology. Nancy is an engaging speaker 
with anecdotes. She addressed the U3A Network Conference last May. 

Jenna Buckley. TRC Principal Disaster Management and member of the Rural Fire Service. 

Haidee Janetzki.   President, The Toowoomba Philharmonic Society. Might get to enjoy a song or two! 

Graham Blackman.  "An afternoon of Australian exceptionalism" (short presentation covers what we have lost of our   
history).  Invitations and details will be sent to all U3A members, Life Style Villages, advertised on radio and through social 
media. Event is free and refreshments will be available.  Please invite a friend, let others know.  

Showcase 2025 on  Tuesday 23rd September will delight all who attend. The music and singing groups, Arts and Crafts 
on display amaze all of us of the many talented members of U3A we have. 

 The SDA in Greenwattle St, is a large venue and the wider community have been invited to attend. Thank you to David and 
Marita Raynor for organizing the venue. 

See you at Showcase 2025. Enjoy a holiday with family and friends.  Fun to be back for Term 4! 

Penny Protheroe B.A.(U.Q), Dip.Ed, (Syd.), Grad.Dip. Teach.-Librarian(Q.U.T.) Cert. III Floristry. 

Do you like getting a Newsletter at the end of each term with lots of interesting photos of members’ activities 
and  adventures, information on upcoming events and changes in class offerings? If your answer is ‘yes’, well, 
we need a Compiler or the Newsletter you enjoy will disappear. That is the reality. 

The Compiler is exactly that. A person who, 4 times a year, creates a document for publication having received 
from others the information. Computer skills compulsory. Would you help? Please email me,                           
president@u3atoowoomba.au during the holidays. Thank you.  
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NEW & RETURNING COURSES  FOR 
TERM 4 

  THE NEW COMPUTER FAMILY  

   HISTORY       COMING IN 2026 

  Weekly Wednesdays  9am—11am  

  PPC Lab room 

A ‘hands on’ course where you will learn 
how to use the internet and your computer/tablet to get the 
best information about your ancestors and their way of life 
and how best to record and store it. 

You will learn how to start a family tree, effectively use the 
major family history websites, use your computer software to 
store information, use of AI, methodology for finding and  
recording family data and much more! 

Class would suit beginners or those who have started their 
journey. 

Tutor: Rick Aindow  Phone: 0439 290 887  

   

 

 

 PROSPECTIVE NEW COURSES FOR 2026 

 Mosaics with Tutor Linda Nash 

 Walking for Fitness with Tutor Sheila Donaldson 

HISTORY OF THE 20TH  

 CENTURY  

Weekly Tuesdays 

PPC Studio Room  2pm – 3:30pm  

This discussion group will examine 
and discuss the major historical 
events from the 20th century. A short primer will be sent out 
before each class, summarising the major events of the    
period and outlining points for discussion and debate.      
Possible topics may include: Pre WW1, the between years, 
WW2, The Cold War and the decades of the 60’s,70’s,80’s 
and 90’s. 

Tutor: Julie Pigdon   Phone: 0400 427 257 

 NUMEROLOGY 

Weekly Tuesdays  2pm - 4pm 

PPC The Lab room   

Numerology is the ancient study of 
numbers and their energetic influence on our lives. We 
see and interact with numbers everyday so it’s easy to 
take them for granted. But numbers are symbols that  
carry energetic vibrations which impact humanity on a 
cosmic level. Numerology can be used to find direction in 
your life. It can also be used for forecasting, seeing what 
energy will be influencing your future. Your birthdate is 
made up entirely of numbers and even the letters in your 
name correspond with specific numbers. Your phone   
number, bank account, address.. They are all around you! 
If you would like to learn more about yourself, family or 
friends this course is an interesting journey of  discovery. 

Tutor: Robyn Adams Phone: 0416 203 643  

MEMOIRS & KEEPSAKES 

Term 4   Weekly Thursdays 2pm-
3:30pm   

PPC Lab room 

Do you have a special story, recipe or 
some tips you’d love to pass on? Would you like to create 
a keepsake to share with your family? This new course 
will guide you in putting together a simple, personal book 
in just one term. It may be a collection of recipes, a short 
memoir of a holiday or life event, gardening or building 
tips, a collection of poems or photos and artwork. Each 
week we will explore ways to shape your ideas into a     
keepsake book that reflects your personality and        
interests. This course will introduce you to ways to create 
and print your book online so access to a computer or 
laptop would be helpful. Speak to Tutor for full course 
description including costs.                                     

Tutor: Ros Berg    Phone: 0411 100 736 

  SWIMMING 

Term 4 is a delightful time to commence 
swimming. Swimming is a low impact       
exercise and while we ask that those       
interested in joining us should be competent 
swimmers, there is no speed requirement. 
Tuesdays & Thursday mornings at 5:45am at 
Concordia Aquatic Centre South Street. Pool 
is heated and for the exclusive use of U3A members.  

Tutors: Jacky Cribb  Phone: 0413 935 169 

Rose McGuire  Phone: 0478 606 691 

GATEBALL 

Weekly Tuesdays 8:30am—11am 
at the Croquet Club. Gateball is an 
action packed game played       
between two teams of five players 
on half a croquet lawn. All     

equipment supplied. Quick & easy to learn.  

Tutor: Sandra Reynolds   Phone: 0447 654 514 

LAWN BOWLS 

Lindsay Street Bowls Club    

Weekly Thursdays 2:30– 4:30pm 

All beginners are welcome and     
coaching tips for other bowlers is available.  

Tutor: Diane Van Zeeland      Phone: 0412 718 690 
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COURSE ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR 
TERM 4 

University of The Third Age 

 NEW INTERESTS NEW FRIENDS 

ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION 
GROUP 

Weekly Mondays 9am—11am 

PPC Austral Room 

Vacancies available for this enjoyable and interactive   
discussion group. A great opportunity to have interesting 
and stimulating conversations on a wide range of topics 
with friendly people where opinions may be challenged 
but are always respected. 

Tutor: David Nicholls Phone: 0416 195 521 

MICROSOFT OFFICE 365– THE 
BASICS 

Weekly Mondays 2pm—3:30pm,   
PPC The Lab  

Learning new software can be frustrating, but there are 
ways to make the process more enjoyable. In this course 
we will cover: Word: create & format text documents, add 
images and use templates. Excel: create spreadsheets, 
enter data, create charts. PowerPoint: create slides, add 
text & images, use animations and transitions. Outlook: 
send & receive emails, manage your calendar and organise 
tasks.  

Tutor: Suzanne Strong  Phone: 0429 821 767  

   RETURNING IN 2026 

 Apple Devices with Tutor Liz Kennedy (Terms 1,3) 

 Computer Skills Crows Nest with Tutor Graham 
Moore 

 Photography Crows Nest with Tutor Lyn Wetzig 

 Australian History with Tutor Graham Blackman 

PHILOSOPHICAL DISCUSSION GROUP 

Weekly Tuesdays  9:15am—11am 

PPC Studio Room 

Vacancies are available for this discussion 
group which is based on Café 
Philosophique; a movement founded by 
Marc Sautet  in Paris in 1992. We are a passionate group 
of  amateurs participating in a grass roots forum for    
philosophical discussion. We are not into turgid traditional 
philosophy but we have many interesting and practical 
topics we like to explore, and everyone’s opinion counts. 

Tutor: Paddy Nicholls   Phone: 0458 195 521 

INDONESIA—A HISTORY 

OF AN ISLAND NATION 

Weekly Wednesdays 9am—11am 

PPC Studio Room 

You do not have to have attended previously in order to 
join this class in Term 4 as each Term covers different 
course material. This Term we will be looking at post   
WW2, exploring the people, events and challenges of  
Indonesia. Queries and input from participants are      
welcome (time allowing) 

Tutor: Glynne Hilton   Phone: 0406 747 760 

PASTEL DRAWING 

Weekly Wednesdays 9am—11am   

PPC Playhouse 

There will be a small intake of new   
students in Term 4 with introductory 
instruction for the first four weeks. Students will need to 
supply their own drawing materials. There will be additional 
costs depending on what supplies are required. The Tutor 
can provide a materials list, and further course details. 

Tutor: Stephen Jones     Phone: 0402 124 113  

PICKLEBALL  

Get in while you can! This class 
books up fast! 

Pickleball is a paddle sport that 
you can learn in minutes and play 
for a lifetime. It brings together elements of Tennis,    
Badminton and Ping Pong to create a sport that’s fun for 
all ages and skill level. No equipment to bring, just wear 
comfy sports clothes and shoes and bring a water bottle. 

Vacancies now available for Tuesdays 8:30am—
10:30am or Saturdays 2:30pm—4:30pm at Glennie 
School (Vacy St, Newtown). We now have up to 6 courts 
available to us on Tuesdays.  

PLEASE NOTE THAT PICKLEBALL WEDNESDAYS IS 
NO LONGER HAPPENING! 

Please speak with Tutor for more information. 

Tutor: Wendy Davies    Phone: 0428 280 955  

  Julie Grant     Phone: 0417 651 717 

TENNIS  

Monday mornings 8am—12pm or   
Monday afternoons 12:30pm—4pm at 
Holy Name courts.  

Wanting a bit more exercise or fitness? We welcome   
beginners and more experienced players. Contact Tutors 
for more information. 

Tutor: Maureen Dunn (morning session) 0408 015 515  

  Peter Bright (afternoon session) 0427 233 239  
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PITTSWORTH NEWS 

University of The Third Age 

U3A IN TOOWOOMBA  
NEW INTERESTS NEW FRIENDS 

The Cryptic Crossword crew working 
hard to solve a riddle or two at the   
Pittsworth Pioneer Village. Tutor is   
Scotia McCawley 

Jenny Newman from Art Wednesdays 
with Cecelia Krieg is painting a stunning 
watercolour landscape piece 

Basic Photo Editing with 
Tutor Inge Gajczak meet up 
every third Wednesday at 
The Pittsworth Function 
Centre 

Tutor Barbara Vines and her “Boot Scootin” group of Line 
Dancers meet every Thursday to put their best foot forward. 

Spring is a perfect time for            
photographing new season blooms. 
Pittsworth Photography Group have 
regular outings with Tutor Inge 
Gajczak  

Pittsworth Ukulele for Fun group meet up on Fridays 
at The Grange Village. Tutor is Trish Arnold. 

Singing for Fun on alternate Wednesdays with Tutor Cheryl 
Fowler 

The Pittsworth Lunch Group enjoying 
a succulent meal at the local Chinese 
Restaurant. Tutor Lyndall Madden 
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CROWS NEST NEWS 
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Weaving for Beginners with Tutor Lyn Wetzig. 
Lyn creates such beautiful woven articles, we were all inspired! We learned how to do a balanced weave by 
weaving a plaid, bookmarks and, more challenging, a bag. Lots of laughter and reminiscing about Russian    
caramel! 

Nature Journalling with Tutor Rosalie Eustace. Members 
had a wonderful time getting messy with acrylic paint 
across gellipads using feathers and leaves. 

Ukulele for Fun with tutor Ian Harding performing a 
number of songs at the Winter Sounds concert in 
Crows Nest. 

Crows Nest local and U3A Tutor Graham 
Moore (centre) was the recipient of an 
award at the S.E.S Awards Ceremony in 
Gatton in July. He was presented the award 
by Dr. Mark Armstrong (left), Chief Officer 
Queensland State Emergency Service and 
Mr. Trevor Watts MP (right), Ass. Minister to 
the Premier for Cabinet and South West 
Qld, Member for Toowoomba North.       

Graham has been running the Computer 
Skills class at Crows Nest since the         
formation of the Crows Nest branch in 
2017, including during Covid when virtual 
classes were conducted via Zoom. Graham 
also participates in the Lunch in the     
Country, cinema and water exercise groups 
and volunteers with other organisations too.  

Thank you Graham for your commitment to 
your community! 
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WHATS HAPPENING AT PPC 

University of The Third Age 

A highlight for Intermediate/Advanced German 
class this term was a visit from author and artist Irena 
Kobald. Austrian born now resident of Toowoomba, 
Irena’s children’s book  My Two Blankets  won         
Children’s Book of the Year in 2015. It has been  
translated into many languages including German. We 
read the German and English versions as part of our 
studies. Irena brought with her an enormous blanket 
made from textile squares created by students at   
several Toowoomba schools. Irena has also been a 
Guest Tutor on occasion when regular Tutor Rod    
Wilson has been away. 

(Top) Exercise for the Well Meaning are warming up on 
a chilly Monday morning with Tutor Marie Kajewski. 
Slow and steady movement for fitness and strength is a 
perfect way to start your week. 

(right) The Knitting & Crochet group busy at work   
making flowers for the Carnival of Flowers Float. 

(right) The ladies of Sew & Share on a Wednesday, led 
by Noeleen & Jayne have been busy creating beautiful 
flowers for our Carnival Float. 
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Join a U3A class today. Enrol now before the start of Term 4 
Look up available courses and classes on our Website 

University of The Third Age 

OUR TRAVELLERS IN TERM 3 FROM 
THE SNOW TO THE DESERT!  

 My eventful trip to NSW. 
 
I left Toowoomba at 7:00am on the 2nd of August, planning to arrive in Tamworth by 1:00pm, have lunch 
and then drive on to Newcastle. A little after Glen Innes, it started to snow and I was thrilled at the        
prospect of driving through the lightly falling snow. The further I went, the heavier the snowfall became 
until, after passing Armidale, the snow was about 30cm deep on the road with heavy falls. Progress had 
become difficult with many trees and branches having fallen on the road due to the weight of the snow. We 
were often kept stationary for long periods while the road was cleared by emergency crews. The ice      
constantly kept building up on the car bonnet and windscreen and I had to keep getting out of the car to 
clear it. It took hours to cover a distance that would normally take about 15 minutes. If I turned the     
windscreen wipers off the windscreen would ice over completely.  
 
When we reached  a small town called Bendemeer, we were told by SES that we could go no further and 
were redirected to the Bendemeer pub for respite while we waited for the road to be reopened. It was too 
icy and dangerous to go on. Bendemeer is a small town of around 485 people and the pub was filled with 
nearly 500 stranded travellers. Shortly after arriving at the pub, the whole town lost power due to a tree 
falling on power lines, so we were left with no heating, no food and no way of paying for anything by     
EFTPOS. It was 3 degrees below zero with thick snow everywhere. There was talk of setting up an      
emergency camp across the road at an old bowling club for us to stay the night. 
 
After a couple of hours they announced that they had reopened the road into Tamworth and that anyone 
who was game could leave. It was dark by then. When back on the main road, we found the going very 
slow and difficult and the SES was only letting cars go down the icy road 2 or 3 at a time. Many cars       
decided it was too dicey and pulled over into the roadside snow to wait out the night. Some of us decided 
to keep going and inched our way down the icy slope. I finally arrived at a point below the snow line and 
was then able to make it into Tamworth. I had been trapped in the snow for seven hours.  
I later read of a family towing a horse float who had three kids and three dogs in the car who couldn’t    
attempt the downhill stretch as it was too dangerous and they pulled over to wait out the night. I passed 
them on my way down. See the  photo. The news said it was the worst weather event in over 30 years. 
(Carlo) 

Anyone up for a round of golf? 

Some choose a guided tour, others an independent adventure 
and for some it just didn’t work out as planned! 
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FROM THE SNOW TO THE DESERT! 

“Off for a drive!!” As a recently retired couple, after downsizing our 
home we now have time to pursue other interests. We have a caravan 
and love exploring new places and meeting wonderful people on our 
journeys. I joined U3A and have met some wonderful folk, passionate 
about teaching and learning. I have always held the view that ‘all l   
earning is good learning’. 

Earlier in the year Mr C said let’s go for a drive. And we did as you can 
see in the photo, 7 weeks and 12,300km later we arrived safely home. 
Map is created using ‘FindPenguins’ app. 

What a trip, crossing the Nullarbor, over to Perth, up to Green Head then 
over to Wave rock, Kalgoorlie - Boulder up to Laverton, then across the 
Great Central Road to Yulara NT. So many wonderful places, beautiful 
rich landscapes and interesting people seen and met along the way. 
Highlights, way to many to list here. But for me crossing the Nullarbor 
was a lifelong dream of mine. Would I do it again? Yes in a heartbeat 
but do it a bit slower. An unplanned highlight was witnessing 11 Great 
White whales with their calves in a breeding bay along the Nullarbor. 
One calf was white. These whales are endangered but numbers are 
slowly increasing. This was special. We are indeed blessed to live in such 
a  wonderful country. Where to next? (Marlene) 

“The Ghan journey.” An experience! Delicious food, unlimited alcohol, attentive 
staff who could not be faulted. The accommodation was cramped – after all it is 
a train! Double bunks, a tiny en-suite bathroom where you can accidentally back 
into the shower lever and turn on the shower when you hadn’t anticipated      
getting wet! Getting on the train or arriving at an off-train experience is worthy 
of a celebration. Canapes and champagne. Some of the canape fillings were a bit 
dodgy - kangaroo, camel, crocodile, bush tucker flavourings with a dusting of 
sauteed ants. It might have tasted better if we hadn’t known the ingredients.  

The historic Alice Springs Telegraph Station was memorable. Dining under the 
stars, fine wine, entertainment from a local Country and Western Band, and the 
presentation of a velvet poncho embroidered with the Ghan logo to keep us dry 
when an unexpected shower passed over. A traditional Aussie BBQ in an      
abandoned gravel quarry just outside Alice Springs was probably the dinner    
everyone remembered. We watched our host rustle up an enormous damper  
before cooking it over a fire pit. Then he threw giant steaks on a massive BBQ 
cooked to your taste – blue to burnt! The moment everyone remembered was 
when all the lights were switched off and we sat under a midnight blue sky with 
stars twinkling above and a haunting Didgeridoo solo the only sound. Just     
magical.  

The walks around Kings Canyon and Kata Tjuta (The Olgas), Uluru sunsets and 
sunrises is akin to a spiritual experience. The nighttime experiences were also 
beautiful: dining under the stars, The Field of Lights - twinkle from 50,000     
spindles of light resembling tulips of ever-changing pastel colours with Uluru a 
brooding dark silhouette in the background. Travelling south from Darwin      
passengers are transported by bus to the opal mining town of Coober Pedy. It is 
well known for its unique underground dwellings, hotels and churches which   
residents use to escape the extreme desert heat. Where else do you alight from 
a bus to view the landscape and get handed a glass of champagne and a fly net! 
(Anna) 
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OUT AND ABOUT WITH U3A 

University of The Third Age 

If you would like your group to feature in newsletters, on Facebook or in the Course Book,  

please send a couple of photos and some words to Kelly at the Office info@u3atoowoomba.au 

Facebook Admins are Penny Protheroe, Anna Carson and Graham Moore 

The Photography– Explore with your 
Camera group had a fun outing to 
Cooby Dam where they were lucky 

enough to photograph some beautiful birds 
including the White Bellied Sea Eagle (left) 
and the Cranky White Faced Heron (above) 

Walking Groups (left) The Thursday Stroll Patrol and (above) The 
Thursday Walkers with Tutor Anna Carson enjoying the sights and 
smells of the gardens at Laurel Bank Park. 

(right) Track & Trail Walking 
group walked 8km’s through 
Crows Nest National Park to       
Perseverance Heights      
overlooking Perseverance 
Dam. (Tutor Allan Crichton) 

(far right & below) U3A band, 
the Toowoomba Fog Jug 
Band, playing a gig at the 
Bulls Head Inn pub on a   
Sunday. They always manage 
to get the crowd to sing 
along. 

(bottom left) The Mahjong 
group celebrated Christmas 
in July at the Federal Hotel in   
Toowoomba.                        
(Tutor Sheila Donaldson) 

*Can you find the hidden 
cat on this page?* 

mailto:info@u3atoowoomba.au
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 ANNOUNCEMENTS TERM 4 

University of The 
Third Age 

 

For more information 
on the Centenary of 
Ravensbourne      
National Park contact:          
Ian Eustace:        
0458 873 604 
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Share your Interests  
Become a TUTOR 

Scam Awareness Week 

Recently it was Scams Awareness Week - a time to think about 
how we protect ourselves and help others stay safe from scam-
mers.  We're encouraged to Stop. Check.    Protect. 

Scammers can take advantage of people in a variety of ways.  
While some might be easy to spot, others are so sneaky you 
may not know you have been scammed until it’s too late.  Re-
member, if it sounds too good to be true, it probably is. 

Stop. 

Take a moment before giving your money or personal infor-
mation to anyone.  Fraudsters will often try to create a sense 
of urgency to force you to make a decision   without taking the 
time to consider it. 

Check. 

Verify the person or organisation you are dealing with is who 
they say they are. 

Scams often begin with someone contacting you out of the 
blue.  This could be a phone call, email, text message or even 
someone knocking on your front door. 

Protect. 

If you think you have transferred money to a scammer, your 
security has been compromised or notice a      transaction you 
did not authorise, it is imperative you act quickly and let your 
bank know as soon as possible. 

The Australian Government ScamWatch website has tips on 
how to protect yourself and news on the most recent scams 
reported.  Go to ScamWatch.gov.au. 

Queensland Regional Art Awards Entries Now Open 

Flying Arts Alliance is proud to announce that this year’s entries are now open for the 2025 Queensland Regional Art 
Awards (QRAA).  

The annual visual arts awards are available for all emerging artists who live in regional Queensland, and are a fantastic 
opportunity for artists to showcase their talents and to share their incredible works.  

 The awards offer the country’s largest regional art awards prize pool. Award winners have the opportunity to exhibit in 
several regional galleries across 
Queensland. For QRAA submission 
entry details, please visit the website 
www.flyingarts.org.au and down-
load the Entry Brochure. 

 Key Dates 

12 August: Entries Open 

22 September: Entries Close at 4pm 

24 September: People’s Choice Opens 

12 October: People’s Choice Closes 

17 October: Finalists Announced 

   IMPORTANT DATES  

 Term 4 Starts: Monday 13th October 

 Course Book Deadline : Friday 7th November 

 Term 4 Ends : Friday 5th December 

Boyce Gardens at Toowoomba Carnival of Flowers 

Registrations are now open for the tours and music performance at Boyce 
Gardens on Sunday 21 September during Toowoomba Carnival of Flowers. 
Please feel free to share this link with the U3A community:  

https://alumni.uq.edu.au/event/session/26527 

https://www.scamwatch.gov.au/
https://alumni.uq.edu.au/event/session/26527
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